610

Transportation Week. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn how our modern transportation
system contributes to the security of our citi-
zens and the prosperity of our country and
to celebrate these observances with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:08 a.m., May 14, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 15.

Proclamation 8143—National Safe
Boating Week, 2007

May 10, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Millions of Americans take advantage of
and participate in the special beauty of our
Nation’s waterways. During National Safe
Boating Week, we renew our commitment
to raising awareness about the importance of
making safe and sound boating decisions on
the water.

America’s rivers, lakes, and oceans are
wonderful places for boaters to gather with
friends and family while enjoying the out-
doors. As they do so, it is important that indi-
viduals avoid risky behaviors that can lead
to boating accidents. Factors such as careless
and reckless operation, inattention, and ex-
cessive speed contribute to accidents. To
help ensure that individuals stay safe on
America’s waterways, the United States
Coast Guard urges citizens to take basic safe-
ty precautions such as wearing a life jacket,
participating in a boat safety course, getting
a free vessel check, and never boating under
the influence of alcohol or drugs. By prac-
ticing responsible boating habits, citizens can
help contribute to a safer, more enjoyable
experience on the water.
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In recognition of the importance of safe
boating practices, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C.
131), as amended, has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim annually
the 7-day period prior to Memorial Day
weekend as “National Safe Boating Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 19 through May 25,
2007, as National Safe Boating Week. I en-
courage the Governors of the 50 States and
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and offi-
cials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, to join in observing this
week. I also urge all Americans to learn more
about safe boating practices and always en-
gage in proper and responsible conduct while
on the water.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:08 a.m., May 14, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 15.

Remarks at a Republican National
Committee Gala

May 10, 2007

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for
coming. Please be seated, unless, of course,
you don’t have a chair. [Laughter] I'm glad
you're here. And I'm glad I'm here with you,
and I thank you. Thanks for coming; thanks
for supporting the Republican Party. Here’s
our mission. Our mission is to keep the White
House in 2008 and retake the Senate and
the House. And you're helping, and you're
helping a lot, and I really appreciate it.

I appreciate my friend Senator Mel Mar-
tinez for being the general chairman of the
Republican National Committee. You know,
I believe—I believe that he is the first RNC
chairman to speak English as a second lan-
guage. [Laughter] Some people think I'm the
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first President who can make the same claim.
[Laughter]

But I'm proud to be with Mel and Michael
Duncan and Elliott Broidy and all the good
folks who are helping to make sure that we're
ready to run a vibrant and active campaign
in 2008.

I wish Laura were here. No, I know it.
I know. I'm proud of her. She is a gracious,
lovely person. And I am a lucky man to have
had her by my side during this fantastic expe-
rience of being your President. She sends her
love, and she sends her best. I want to—
yes, I love her, too. Yes, she’s good. [Laugh-
ter]

Audience member. 1 love you, too.

The President. Thank you. Well, it’s one
of these kind of interactive crowds. [Laugh-
ter]

I've learned something about how you win
campaigns. I've been through a few, myself.
I have found that if you stand for something
the people will believe in you. If you stand
on principles and enunciate that which you
believe, the people will follow. And so as we
head into campaign season next year, it’s very
important for the Republican Party to enun-
ciate that which we believe, to stand for
something, not be one of these parties that
takes a focus group to tell us what to believe
but to tell people what we believe and what
those beliefs are—beliefs etched in our soul.

I believe that everybody has the right to
be free. I believe freedom is universal. I be-
lieve this country needs a strong national de-
fense. I believe that the best way to encour-
age economic vitality so that people can real-
ize the American Dream is through less gov-
ernment and more entrepreneurship. I be-
lieve that the government ought to trust in
the judgment of ordinary citizens. I believe
that technologies can help transform the
world in a better way. And I believe when
we find somebody who hurts, we ought to
encourage faith-based and community
groups to surround them with love. That’s
what I believe.

These are difficult times for the United
States. These are troubling times because
we're a nation at war. I wish I could report
that was not the case. But it is the case. And
the most solemn obligation of government
is to protect the American people from harm.
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Our most solemn duty is to use all our powers
to protect you from further attack.

I must tell you that my attitude toward the
world changed dramatically on September
the 11th, 2001. It was a day that affected
our Nation deeply, and it affected me as
President. And I vowed on that day and the
days following that attack that I wouldn't tire,
I wouldn’t weary, that I would use all my
capacities to rally the American people and
the assets of this country to protect you.

The enemy we face is fearless. They're
mean. They know new—they know new—
they know no boundaries of civilization as we
know it, see. They kill to impose their will.
It’'s hard for Americans to believe that we
face such evil people, but we do. And the
fundamental question facing this country is
that—will we have the will to face the threats
of the 21st century?

I have put forth a strategy that does pro-
tect America. In the short term, we will pur-
sue the enemy wherever we find them. It
is best to defeat the enemy overseas so we
don’t have to face them here in America.

And so the war on terror is being fought
on many fronts—in Afghanistan and South-
east Asia, the Horn of Africa, and of course,
the Middle East. In the long term, the best
way to defeat an enemy that believes in a
hateful ideology is to support the spread of
an ideology that’s hopeful, an ideology that
lifts people’s lives, an ideology that can defeat
those who try to prey on innocent young peo-
ple and convince them to murder. And that
ideology is the ideology of liberty.

We're implementing this strategy, and of
course, the debate now centers on Iraq. And
it’s a tough fight. But I believe it’s a necessary
fight to protect the American people. There’s
been some progress. If you think about how
far Iraq has come in a relatively short period
of time, it’s historic. The people there in that
country have gone from life under a brutal
tyrant who was an enemy of the United
States to a society where 12 million Iraqgis
voted for one of the most modern Constitu-
tions in the history of the Middle East, a soci-
ety where people were given a chance to ex-
press their will at the polls and elect a Gov-
ernment.
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A thinking enemy, however, realized that
progress was being made and used their bru-
tal ways to try to foment sectarian violence.
The enemy we face in Iraq is a multifaceted
enemy. But the enemy that’s causing the car
bombs, the enemy that is causing the spec-
tacular deaths of the innocent is Al Qaida,
the very same people that launched the at-
tacks that killed nearly 3,000 citizens on our
soul—soil.

I was confronted with a choice. I had a
decision to make. I told people that, you
know, had they—had I been one of the peo-
ple that answered a poll last fall, I would have
said I disapprove of what was happening in
Iraq. It was not satisfactory to me of what
was taking place. The sectarian violence that
was deep in that society was looking like it
was going to make it impossible for this
young democracy to survive. You can’t have
your capital city as a place where murderers
stalk innocent people and expect for a young
democracy to be able to get its roots and to
grow.

One choice was to pull back and hope that
the violence wouldn’t spill out across the
country and out across the Middle East. The
other choice that I made, in consultation with
our military folks, was rather than pull back,
to send reinforcements into the capital of
that country, all aiming to give this young
democracy an opportunity to do the rec-
onciliation work necessary to have a country
that can defend itself, govern itself, sustain
itself, serves—serve as an example to other
moderate people, and be an ally in the war
on terror. And that’s exactly what the policy
is we’re now following.

I asked a new general, General David
Petraeus, to implement the policy. Our goal
is to help the Iragis secure their population,
especially in Baghdad. The operation is still
in its early stages. The fourth of five groups
of soldiers we're sending into Iraq have ar-
rived. The fifth is on its way. In other words,
the operational plan that David Petraeus ex-
plained to the United States Congress is still
being implemented. We don’t have the full
complement of troops that I told the Amer-
ican people we would send into Baghdad.

And yet there’s some positive signs. One
positive sign is that sectarian murders are
down substantially, even before all our troops
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have arrived to help the Iraqgi citizens. Sec-
tarian murders are down. There’s—people
are gaining confidence, slowly but surely, in
a Government, because security is improv-
ing, and therefore, there’s more tips, more
information being passed on to Iraqi forces
and American forces so that we can help that
society have the security necessary to do the
hard work. We've had successful operations
against extremists, whether they be Sunni or
Shi'a. We’re making progress.

And now we're in a debate here in Wash-
ington, DC. And it’s a debate, as you know,
about whether or not to fund our troops. I
think it’s very important that Congress have
an honest debate. And I don’t question the
patriotism of anyone who is expressing their
views. But as I made clear to Members of
Congress, a supplemental bill, a war spend-
ing bill that mandated withdrawals by an ar-
bitrary date, or a bill that imposes restrictive
conditions on our commanders, or a bill that
would spend billions of dollars unrelated to
the war was unacceptable, and that’s why I
vetoed the bill.

I will continue to reach out to Democrats
and Republicans to come up with a way to
get this money to our troops as quickly as
possible. We’re not going to agree on every
issue, but we don’t want to put the men and
women who wear our uniform in the midst
of a Washington, DC, debate. These troops
need the money, and Congress needs to get
it to them.

If T didn’t think it was worthy, if T didn’t
think it was necessary, if I didn’t realize and
believe that it’s important to defeat Al Qaida
in Iraq, I wouldn’t have our young men and
women there in the first place. I believe this
is a necessary action to protect our country.

Much of the debate doesn’t focus on the
consequences of failure. There’s a lot of talk
about withdrawal, but it’s important for our
fellow citizens to understand what the con-
sequences would be if we fail, if we left be-
fore the job was done. There would be a vac-
uum in Iraq, and in that vacuum would flow
extremists. Murderers and killers would take
advantage of the lack of security. That vio-
lence could spill out across all Iraq. I believe
there’s a good chance the violence would
spill out all across the Middle East. I know
that people would take heart at the fact that
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the United States of America didn’t keep its
commitment to the moderates and the
young—this young democracy.

It would embolden Al Qaida. Al Qaida has
clearly stated—the enemy that attacked
America has clearly stated that they seek safe
haven in Iraq, that they want to drive us from
Iraq so they can have a safe haven from
which to plan and plot other attacks. I know
that the Iranians would see that we left be-
fore the job was done, and that would em-
bolden them. One of the great dangers facing
our children, one of the great dangers facing
civilization is an Iran with a nuclear weapon.
It'’s important that we succeed in Iraq and
send a clear message to the people.

I don’t want it to be said 50 years from
now, “What happened to America in 20077
How come they forgot the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th? How come they couldn’t
see the impending dangers facing a genera-
tion of Americans?” I want you to know I
see the impending dangers. I understand the
consequences of this historic moment. And
we will succeed in Iraq.

I just want you to know our foreign policy
is more than just the spread of liberty and
the protection of our country. I firmly believe
that to whom much is given, much is re-
quired. It’s a principle on which I try to oper-
ate. It’s a principle on which I make deci-
sions. I understand the consequences of a
pandemic like HIV/AIDS on the continent
of Africa. The United States of America must
boldly lead, must not shirk from our duty,
and must help people wherever we find suf-
fering, to the best of our ability.

I'm proud to announce that since we have
put together the Presidential initiative on
HIV/AIDS in Africa, there have been
850,000 people receiving antiretroviral drugs,
up from 50,000 3 years ago.

People have questioned, is it a necessary
action to take? I say it's necessary. I say it’s
necessary to help relieve human suffering. I
also say it’s necessary to make sure our soul
is strong. The spirit of America remains in-
tact. Our foreign policy is robust; it is aggres-
sive; and it will lead to peace—the peace we
all want.

At home, we’re coming down to a cam-
paign next year. A big issue, of course, is
going to be the economy. I'm looking forward
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to talking about the economy. This economy
has been through a lot. You might remember
the recent economic history of the United
States. We went through a recession. We had
the terrorist attack. We had corporate scan-
dals. We had people doubting our capacity
to grow our economy. And yet the economy
has been robust. We've created 7.8 million
jobs over the past 4 years; unemployment is
low; inflation is low; wages are rising; the en-
trepreneurial spirit is strong in America. And
the question is, how do we keep it that way?

I told you, one of the core principles on
which I operate is, I believe we ought to trust
the people of the United States to make their
own decisions. And perhaps the best way to
exhibit that trust is to let you keep more of
your own money. When you have more
money to spend, this economy benefits. And
there’s a debate here in Washington, DC.
There’s a constant struggle about who best
can spend the American people’s money.
Well, I made up my mind a long time ago
when I convinced the Congress to cut the
taxes on everybody who pays taxes. The tax
relief is working.

And now the question is, are we going to
let that tax relief expire? My answer is, abso-
lutely not. We need to make the tax relief
permanent.

Oh, I know you'll hear them say in Wash-
ington and you'll hear them campaigning, lis-
ten, “All we’ve got to do is tax the rich to
balance the budget.” That's the same old
mantra they trot out about every campaign
cycle. The problem is, it doesn’t work that
way in Washington. Oh yes, theyll tax you.
But if you're middle class, you better watch
out. See, they can’t raise enough money to
meet their spending ambitions. They’ll raise
the taxes, but when they do, theyll figure
out new ways to spend your money.

The best way to grow this economy and
fix this deficit is to keep taxes low so the
economy grows, which yields more tax reve-
nues, and be wise about how we spend your
money, be fiscally sound.

I put forth a budget that eliminates the
Federal deficit—eliminates the Federal def-
icit within the next 5 years because we set
priorities. And the top priority of this Gov-
ernment ought to be make sure our troops
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have that which is necessary to protect the
American people.

The Democrats pass budgets. They harken
back to those old days of tax and spend. And
I believe when it comes down to it, when
they hear the clear differences of our points
of view and the principles by which we make
decisions, the American people don’t want
to return to the days of tax and spend.

I want to talk to you a little bit about edu-
cation. Education is a vital issue for the
United States. It’s a vital issue to make sure
that we're a competitive nation in the 21st
century. If we don’t educate our children
now, the United States of America will have
a hard time being the economic leader of
the world. I'm an advocate of public schools.
You might remember, I was once the Gov-
ernor of the State of Texas. [Applause] T'm
glad they let you into town. [Laughter]

I used to say this as Governor: Education
is to a State what national defense is to the
Federal Government. In that statement,
there’s some interesting principles. One, 1
believe in local control of schools. I believe
it is essential that the governance of schools
take place not in Washington but locally. I
also believe, however, in this principle: that
if we spend money, we want to see results,
and we've got to ask about the results. We
spend a fair amount of money here in Wash-
ington, DC, a lot of money on the school-
children, particularly the poor school-
children. And that’s fine, and that’s noble,
and it is necessary.

So I went to Congress and said, listen, we’ll
spend the money, but why don’t we start ask-
ing some important questions, like, can you
read—([laughter]—can you write, can you
add, and can you subtract? I believe in meas-
urement. And I believe in measurement not
because I want to punish anybody, but I be-
lieve in measuring so we can correct prob-
lems early, before it’s too late. That piece
of legislation is called the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. The gap—the achievement gap is
closing in America. Congress needs to reau-
thorize that good piece of legislation.

I'm a strong believer in technology. I be-
lieve technology will help improve American
lives, and I strongly believe that technology
will enable us to become less dependent on
foreign oil. I believe that we can explore for
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oil and gas in environmentally friendly ways,
and we should. But I am deeply concerned
about our dependence on oil. It creates a
national security issue. Plain way of putting
it is that, not everybody we buy oil from likes
us. [Laughter] Having a dependence on for-
eign oil is an economic security issue. When
the demand for crude oil goes up in the de-
veloping world, it causes the price of gasoline
to go up here in America. Dependence on
oil creates an environmental issue.

So I put forth an innovative way of dealing
with our dependence on oil, and that is to
promote alternative forms of energy to power
our cars. I believe it makes sense to encour-
age automobiles to be driven by ethanol de-
rived from corn, for example. I want Amer-
ican farmers growing energy for American
people. T believe strongly that we ought to
be spending your taxpayers” money to come
up with alternative fuel sources, like switch
grass. Is it possible? You bet it’s possible. It’s
called cellulosic ethanol.

One of these days I can’t wait to go out
West where it’s a little dry and see all the
switch grass farmers that are growing product
necessary to produce ethanol so you can
drive it in your cars, and we become less de-
pendent on foreign sources of oil. It’s com-
ing. And the role of the United States has
got to be to lead and to promote new tech-
nologies.

We can do a good job, by the way, of using
some of our power sources here in America
by developing clean coal technologies. We
ought to be promoting nuclear power that
is safe, so that we can be responsible stew-
ards of the environment and make sure you
got electricity supplies as we head out into
the 21st century. No, we got a comprehen-
sive energy plan that makes a lot of sense,
that is going to call upon the ingenuity of
the American people and make sure this
economy remains the leader in the world.

I want to talk about health care. There’s
a principle involved in health care I want to
share with you, and that is we want con-
sumers making decisions. We want patients
and their doctors making decisions, not in-
surance agents and not the Federal Govern-
ment when it comes to health care.
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I called for reform in the Tax Code. I be-
lieve there ought to be a standard tax deduc-
tion for health insurance like there’s a stand-
ard tax deduction for dependents. And the
reason why I believe that is because I believe
it’s important for us to encourage the devel-
opment of an individual market, so individ-
uals can buy good health care, so there can
be more risk spread across more people, so
there’s a vibrant market for people to be able
to—if youre not employed, or if youre a
small-business owner, that you can go—or
employed without insurance—you can find
a product that will give you that security.

What I don’t want to do is encourage the
Federal Government to run the health care
system. I think that would be a huge mistake.
I think it’s important to promote policies that
say the consumer matters when it comes to
buying health care needs. And that’s exactly
what this administration is doing.

By the way, there’s some other practical
things we can do. We can promote health
savings accounts, which all empower the in-
dividual that says, we trust you. Here’s a way
for you to have health insurance, and we trust
you to make the decisions. We can expose
prices. I don’t know how many of you ever
shopped for medical care. I know I haven't.
I don’t remember asking anybody, “Let me
see the lists. How do you price your product
relative to the neighbor?” I've never seen a
hospital say, “Well, here’s my prices com-
pared to my—to the hospital down the road.”
There needs to be more transparency when
it comes to pricing, so consumers can make
rational choices.

One thing is for certain: We've got to make
sure, if you want health care to be available
and affordable, to have good policies that
counter this notion of driving good docs out
of business. What I'm telling you is there’s
too many junk lawsuits suing too many doc-
tors, and we need to have medical liability
reform in the United States of America.

I hope you get a sense of the philosophy
that I think needs to be inherent in good
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policy. And that is, we trust you, and we trust
in the ingenuity of the American people. We
believe the future is brighter. We're putting
good policy in place to encourage that bright
future.

I've got another job, by the way, and it’s
to make sure one branch of our Government
is sound and solid and reflects a philosophy
that I campaigned on. And it’s this: Judges
should strictly interpret the law and not legis-
late from the bench. And I will continue to
name—continue to name good, solid judges
that adhere to that principle.

You know, people ask me all the time, “Do
you enjoy being the President?” And my an-
swer is, absolutely. I love being your Presi-
dent. I like being the Commander in Chief;
I enjoy being the educator in chief. I like
talking about what we believe in because I
firmly believe the philosophy we believe in
is best for America. I believe it is the type
of philosophy that inspires people. I believe
it’s a philosophy that inherits the greatness
of our economy. I believe that we are the
party of the entrepreneur. I believe we're the
party of the doer, the dreamer, the people
that work. I believe were the party of low
taxes. And I know we're the party of strong
national defense to protect the United States
of America.

And so I appreciate you coming tonight.
Thanks for giving me a chance to share with
you some ideas. But more importantly, thank
you for contributing of your hard-earned
money to make sure that this great Repub-
lican Party is ready for the task ahead.

May God bless our country. May God bless
you. Thanks for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:02 p.m. at the
D.C. Armory. In his remarks, he referred to Mi-
chael Duncan, chairman, Republican National
Committee; Elliott Broidy, chairman and chief ex-
ecutive officer, Broidy Capital Management; and
Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, commanding gen-
eral, Multi-National Force—Iraq.
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Memorandum on Unexpected
Urgent Refugee and Migration
Needs Related to Somalia, Sudan,
Chad, Other Parts of Africa, and the
West Bank and Gaza

May 10, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2007-19

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Unexpected Urgent Refugee and
Migration Needs Related to Somalia, Sudan,
Chad, Other Parts of Africa, and the West
Bank and Gaza

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States,
including sections 2 and 4(a)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962 (the
“Act”), as amended (22 U.S.C. 2601 and
2603) and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code:

(1) T hereby determine, pursuant to sec-
tion 2(c)(1) of the Act, that it is important
to the national interest to furnish assistance
under the Act, in an amount not to exceed
$29.5 million from the United States Emer-
gency Refugee and Migration Assistance
Fund, for the purpose of meeting unex-
pected and urgent refugee and migration
needs, including by contributions to inter-
national, governmental, and non-govern-
mental organizations and payment of admin-
istrative expenses of the Bureau of Popu-
lation, Refugees, and Migration of the De-
partment of State, related to: (a) humani-
tarian needs resulting from conflicts in Soma-
lia, Sudan, and Chad, (b) breaks in the food
pipeline for refugees in Africa, and in the
West Bank and Gaza; and

(2) the functions of the President in rela-
tion to this memorandum under section 2(d)
of the Act, and of establishing terms and con-
ditions under section 2(c)(1) of the Act, are
assigned to you, and you may further assign
such functions to any of your subordinates.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NotTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 11.
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Commencement Address at Saint
Vincent College in Latrobe,
Pennsylvania

May 11, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you
for the warm welcome. Archabbot Douglas,
Your Excellency, Jim and Mary Towey, mem-
bers of the faculty, members of the clergy,
moms and dads, and—most important—the
class of 2007: Thanks for inviting me. I am
honored to be here.

Laura and I feel like we have a very special
connection to St. Vincent College through
the Toweys. We have come to know Jim and
his family well during his time in Wash-
ington—after all, he was the Director of the
White House Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives. And now he’s at-
tained another high office. So today, before
his family, his friends, and colleagues—I
would like to address Jim with two words he
probably never thought he would hear from
me: Mr. President. [Laughter]

I know he appreciates the importance I
place on my speeches. He knows my style
well. T want all of you to know I was very
moved by a letter he recently sent me that
invited me to this commencement. Here is
what Mr. President said: “Mr. President, I
believe that by hearing you speak, every
member of the class of 2007 will leave this
campus with a priceless lesson about the im-
portance of the English language.” [Laugh-
ter] At least he didn’t say, “T'm proud to wel-
come to the podium a man, the first Presi-
dent for whom English was a second lan-
guage.” [Laughter] I did call him. I said what
my speech ought to be about. That's what
I asked him, what my speech ought to be
about, Jim. He said, “About 10 minutes,” so
here goes. [Laughter]

It’s a proud moment for the class of 2007.
You're the largest graduating class in your
school’s history. You're the first class to take
a mandatory course in microwaving—[laugh-
ter]—a requirement that was imposed after
you set off a record number of fire alarms
while you were trying to make popcorn.
[Laughter] You cheered the Bearcats with
the Carey Crazies. You walked through the
lighted arches of Melvin Platz. Some of you
are the first in your family to attend college.



